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In the News and Media:

Preservationists Fight To Save One Of Oldest Buildings In Philadelphia — Apr 27, 2018 — CBS 3

Hidden History in Self Guided Walking Tour — Apr 11, 2018 — Northeast Times

The first official King’s Highway Bus tour — May 2, 2018 — Northeast Times

Celebrating the nation's oldest road bridge - in NE Philly — Nov 23, 2015 — The Philadelphia Inquirer

The road to Frankford Avenue’s past — Nov 17, 2015 — The Temple News

America’s Oldest Road Takes Center Stage In New Documentary — Dec 5, 2016 — Hidden City

The Oldest Road Bridge in the USA is in Philly and Still Being Used - Dec 24, 2015 - The Vintage News

The Kings Highway to be Documentary - Oct 15, 2015 - Frankford Gazette

Three Self Guided Walking Tour Apps:
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The Frankiord Avenue Bridge, also known
3 the Pennypack Creek Bridge, the Penn-
ypack Bridge, the Holmesburg Eeidge,
and the King's Highwery Bridge, evected in
1697 in the Holmesburg secticn of Nor-

The King's Highway | Holmesburg Self Guided Walking Tour App

The King's Highway | Tacony Self Guided Walking Tour App

The King's Highway | Frankford Self Guided Walking Tour App



http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2018/04/27/lower-dublin-academy-preservationists-fight-to-save-one-of-oldest-buildings-in-philadelphia/
https://northeasttimes.com/hidden-history-2f0f17a9b75f
https://northeasttimes.com/a-familiar-road-a9c6c87b651a?source=linkShare-f8602e1c240d-1525272593
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/pennsylvania/philadelphia/20151123_Celebrating_the_nation_s_oldest_road_bridge_-_in_NE_Philly.html
https://temple-news.com/the-road-to-frankford-avenues-past/
https://hiddencityphila.org/2016/12/americas-oldest-road-takes-center-stage-in-new-documentary/
https://www.thevintagenews.com/2015/12/24/39870/
http://frankfordgazette.com/2015/10/15/the-kings-highway-to-be-documentary/
http://taconytour.kingshighwayfilm.com/
http://holmesburgtour.kingshighwayfilm.com/
http://frankfordtour.kingshighwayfilm.com/
http://frankfordtour.kingshighwayfilm.com/
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— Preservation Educatlon Award

Preservation Education Award at 2018 Preservation Achievement Awards

WINNER
BEST FEATURE
DOGUMENTARY
FIRSTGLANCE

PHILADELPHIA 2016

Best Feature Documentary Audience Award at 2016 FirstGlance Film Festival

RIGHTS

Distributed by LA based film company Indie Rights



http://www.preservationalliance.com/2018-preservation-awards/
http://firstglancefilms.com/philly2016winners/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074795KD7/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1500961138&sr=1-1&keywords=indie+rights

Official Map for the Bus Tour of the King’s Hischway




Historic Signage Program for the King’s Highway:
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All FREE |
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’l‘hun. Aug. 16, I-3pm - Tacony Walking Tour! | Thurs Aug 16. 6z3o-9pm Bus ’I‘our. Mov:e & F‘estwal!
Join Lou latarola Jr. on a walking tour of Tacony to visit several historic Enjoy a bus tour to end at C &F for an outdoor festival, g of The
locations and hear stories of what tock place Tacony Real Estate Co. King's Highway Film, and a Q & A with the Director & Actors of Depart from Cottman &
£~ in this chanming National Heritage District! 913 Tullp St,, Ptila. PA. 19135 the film! Sign up for the bus tour on KingsHighwayFilm.com Franklord Aves. 19135

Friday Aug. i7, 7-9pm - Share Your Stéfy! First Phila. Prep,Cha;terSC;lool

Saturday Aug. I8, I-5pm - History & Heritage Festwal! Pennypack on the Delaware, Entor:

7801 State Rd, Phila. PA 19136

¢ 5 c 2 ) 4300 Tacony Street, Phila. 19124 e

. Bea part of history and share the stories of your family, ancestors, and everything Northeast Philadelphia g’&
- inafunand interactive series of workshops hosted by Manor College Professor Matthew Smalarz and moderated by Jason Sherman. 3
' DR YL et Tid A
i

Join The King's Highway Trust Foundation for a fun filled cutdoor colonial-era event full of 5
o3 costumed actors, colonial food and music, children's , a raffle, ir ing artifacts, and special guests throughout American history!
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Sunday Aug 19, lprn-me King's Highway qu' i Sun. Auz. 19. 3pm-6pm , Artifacts & Photos!

‘.';i Come to a special ribtbon cutting ceremory and dedication at the 1697 King's Highway : Go on an archi towe!- at 3pm with Debbie Klak
.| bridge to honor the legislative resolution passed in The Pennypack Bridge - and Diane Sadler. Then see ancient artifacts &  yistoncal Society of Franidord
' | Hanisburg that named Aug 20" “King's Highway Day" _Frankiord & Soly Ave, Phila. 19136 I th atthe b Society of Frankf 1507 Orthodox S, Phila.19124

S A N g e R =3,z oo S S TN AN
Aué 23, 7om-930pm - Movxe Screemng + QGA VENDORS (‘s MORE EVENT INFO:
Come toa screening of The King's Highway and Q&A with To be a Vendor for the Aug. 18th Festival or for all event info please visit:
preservationists and the director of the film, Hosted by Palmer Park at Frankford http://NPHHC.KingsHighwayFilm.com as locations and times might be changed,

%

B KoRetace Venise and 1701 frark Ave and Palmer St ||| 54 more events may be added! Also, please RSVP for the events on Facebook!
= » e o e S T ) T oy
Special Thanks to our Key Sponsors: ';2:-" S P

visitphilly.com uwishunu.com Trust Feundation

VISIT & King’s Highoa %nlmezhum@ - h x
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House of Representatives passed Resolution 974 by State Rep Martina White - designating

August 20, 2018, as King’s Hishway Day in Pennsylvania:

W

o of Repre
(‘;}\\ >

..mf;,,,.b
(-
&

COMUONNEALTI OF POWEIVANA
Kb Mo, o 12, 0000

Whoee R A5 Kl w4240 Pronghonia, b R s
oty et vt s e Ueitd S, oo

Wlnss X Ko o b b 43 By g Rl
Wt L-..'./.,l.:('.!_““..-‘.l odifgihd ol

‘ l;:....<'ll.,_.l, Aty 1300wy fon (Lol Sk Coils &
Bt Whodoo & Ky K e ol 2 e o s
VEUAT S foe £ fond ot B SO

Ml 50 K K fainy s o et of S onid. & vyad
by b i Ko Lo .’:,. ...:.,. ../h g

L R S s
et s g K et s e

Wores K 1200, A d Ak e U & Ol O
Tkt ol Aif f e ot oy ...vr;‘:../ o B,
Dot & Vo, Cone e Falodim. commns o i of -k dey
o g s Koy i rmg e et e e ot W d

Wl A ot of e Ry’ Hofiny s eigad o e Wk
Kokinbies Kty Ko (WA it Hotend M et v d

Wl e i Wi i g e Ring's My & T
Yok o P o e st s o ]

M R sty filn R Ko Ky ok e e B ot
Lty pn ot s 3008 T s B P T AT

Wl R e pominid ot s of K 2 g Bty o e Ky
Moy, & Downe Rt 1 At 20 3010, ok

Wls T Lol Rt b R Kool Cor fo e Pofming
Rt o B e e o Vo Ml s o o o e Dol 00 d

W, W sy of Ko o e S ot i i s o U ]
Ve o et b & pon iy wod

Ml R R Mty Bk, s
. s, ndmers b
ke Rl e e oy o Tt Rl e b Ylngs
Vool et of e s of o King's Hofomg & %/ ety Ko b

Kok, Tt e M o B preninns & '
'A:-.‘-u,;..,u\,--;:_,z._* SN

,v...q,usl-.-..—-.s...l_...,,./.u..u.b_ 7o
bl by Thtonn A W, Ld Widon, A R
\.L~. l.l_., Kdde, {of Wik Whtgw. Joky Wl R R
oy e ] B T P, D B2 T, oy 7 i,
Mhaets Qan. ot ML, S AWVENT TEE, WY
Fow Mhoia D0t Sy WAt | Dol Ko T} e
NIV R M Lt d Do G




Philedeiphia ¥

® CBS Philly | or

pouy s
@3 el fv=
HOME SPORTS VIDEOS WEATHER S.P. CONTESTS AUDIO MORE

Preservationists Fight To Save One Of Oldest
Buildings In Philadelphia

By TrangDo  April 27, 2018 at 6:40 am Filed Under: Local TV, Lower Dublin Academy

Watch & O:[

FOLLOW US

PHILADEL PHIA (CBS) - In a city rich with history, a group of
preservationists is in a race against the clock to save one of the
oldest buildings in Philadelphia.

The Lower Dublin Academy, built around 1800, could go to sheriff's
sale asearly as September, if relief doesn’t come soon.
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v
in|
5|

With the blessing of the building's owner, a filmmaker and
entrepreneur named Jason Sherman is leading this effort. He isa
third generation Northeast Philadelphian, who is committed to

' Lo an UL T | Loan st ' ea N
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)hdﬁlndt_erlason

Holmesburg resident jason
Sherman lives nght near the
oldest bridge in the New World,
but it wok a long time for him

3300 Cottman Avenue - Philadelphia - (215} 624-0-330 CONVEMIENT DELIVERY SERVICE - Pratessional Speciaity Compounding incheding VETERINARY
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PHOTO: CHRISTOPHER SEAMANS
Saved from the wrecking ball: Jason Sherman stands in front of Lower Dublin
Academy, the possible future home of a King's Highway museum.

By Christopher Seamans

For the Times

dence of its use as a Lenape trail as long
as 6,000 years ago to modem concerns
about the effects of gentrification in 21st
century Fishtown.

» Holmesburg resident seeks to raise awareness about historical
significance of Frankford Avenue with premiere of documentary.

ance on his way to the fint U.S, presiden-
tial inauguration in New York.

“Most of the stories that are told in
the documentary have never been told
before, whether on camera or in inter-
views,” Sherman said. “These are stories
that have been forgotten about, they've
been overlooked.”

The director’s cut of the film, which

story

devotes more time to Jocations of inter-
est miﬁm“y 10 & hometown audience
farmiliar with the history of the area, has
alrcady seen limited release. It even had
a special sereening at the Devon Theater,
6325 Frankford Ave., which Shenman's
grandfather, Jack Sherman, ran from
1946 10 1996. A new version of King's
Highway has been cut for its theatrical
premicre at the Kunmel Center.

“The theatrical version is an eye-open-
er,” Sherman explained. “It's an awaken-
er. It's for people who either don't know
about this history or aren’t from around
here, to let them know that a lot of the
stories, a lot of the people and a lot of
the facts of how America formed did not
happen in Center City, they happened
along the King's Highway in Northeast
Philadelphia’s neighborhoods.™

the way, viewers are introduced The film closes with a look at what's
10 sites that many today do not even real- ing done to preserve the rich history of
ize are historically significant, such as the  the King's Highway.
Creck Bridge. iler warning: It's not enough.
t on the orders of William Penn Many historic locations in the area
in 1697, cars still pass over the three- have been lost already, including all of
span bridge today, making it the oldest The Colonial Era inns and tayerns along
continuously used roadway bridge in the route. Most of the rest are endan-
the nation. Everybody who traveled on gered. Currently, only about 2 percent of
horseback b Philadelphia and the  the city’s historic sites are protected.
northern colonies, in either direction, In that sense, the film represents the
crossed over that bridge. finst chapter of a larger and more ambi-
That includes mast of the Founding  tious story — the revitalization of a neigh-
Fathers, including, Adams. George  borhood.
i over it many times, “I feel compelled to help save the arca
once in command of an Army — iUs now  because if L don't do it and the people
t of the Washington-Rochambean that I'm working with don't do it, then
Eﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬂwwmﬂ—aﬂd who is going to do it? Nobody. And
NORTHEASTTIMES COM

then it won't be there,” Sherman siid-

Sherman is in the process of founding
the King's Highway Foundation, a non-
profit organization dedicated (0 educat-
ing the public o the history of the area,
preserving its buildings, and engaging
the community with tours and events.

The organization has already scored
its first victory — helping 1 obtain his
toric status for the former Lower Dublin
Academy, 9125 Academy Road.

The school was built in 1798 using
funds left in the will of Phitadelphia’s
chief surveyor, Thomas Holme. It con-
tinued 1o function as 4 public school
until 1925, making it the oldest con-
tinuously operating public schoolin
Pennsylvanne 1t served as a private resi
dence until it went vacant in the 1990s.
In the carly 20005, it was renovated for
use as offices, but it became vacant again
after being heavily damaged by a fire
in 2006, For the kst decade, it has lived
under the shadow of the wrecking ball

On Wednesday, Sept. 14, the building
wats added 10 the Philadelphia Histoncal
Reguster. |

“The next step is to purchase the
building, rehab it, and mam itinto a
museum, cultural center and café, so
people can actually come visit, look at
artifacts, look at deeds, documents, and
maps, o sit down and watch a show with
people in colonial dress reenacting the
Declaration signers,” Sherman said.

The proceeds from the Kimmel
Center premiere are going night into the
King’s Highway Foundation, to support
the first set of bus tours and colonal-
themed events. In the long term, how-
ever, the project is going 1o take s
in the form of volunteers and donanons
to get the foundation and the planned
musewmn started,

According to Sherman, the best way
to get involved right now is o join the
King's Highway group on Facebook.

“We are really hoping to get local
businesses — lumberyards, contractors,
home renovation specialists — o us
rebuild the Lower Dublin Academy.
like on Lincoln High School's field you
have all the phcjucs of all the businesses
that sponsored it, we'll do the same at
l.m»_ﬂ Dublin Academy and on our web-
site.” oo

Tickets for the premiere of The King's
Highway F’P"Oalldﬂm!’h'}ﬂlﬂl\;l:fd at
tiom, vt i m.l_“ Y

WEDNESDAY SEFTEMBER 21. 2010
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LOCAL NEWS Bl e
Film tribute to a path well traveled

Tracing the winding history of the King’s Highway in Northeast thladelphza, the state’s oldest road.

By Jeff Gammage His movie, The King’s Highway, aims to
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER change that — to engage the Northeast in

Juonslwrmnfdlhehldmlpeukup thehrgeteonverunonnnd spur interest
— for a road. in preserving remaining structures along
An old road, one that served as an Indi- tbehaahway where demolition has been
an trail in the age before settlers arrived, extensive.

was later traveled by the likes of William shmuqn.:n,lm‘uhm:nmem-nmker
Penn and George Washington, and today He

-duuummﬂphaumm
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Stiil shots featured on The King's Highway website. (L to R) First postal map of New Engl

Frankford Avenue: More than What meets the eye

By&m

Hﬂhﬂb‘ﬂ Jason Sherman
next to the hﬂgm&h&ww«&hﬁ'm
along tme for him 1o realize it

Sherman, 38, whoksnowul"nnﬂudmd

hhesrbaosrck

RINGSHIGHWATFILM COM
Public School. Frankford Bridge, 1697.

Avenue near Orthodox Street and hosted wavelers of
all ok who held
thhgwmﬁmﬁghﬂ.m

the film will describe the area’s

Alfter thus
role in the wummum
Amencn

Shefficld avenues,

dhmmmndh-hniyhlshemmdnm

for over 100 years.
&-mxmm h-n.-y

el
kM:&umd’

dnpﬂhmn&nedd:nlbcaummuu
hunting ground of Amencans.

[smdymg] this, and nobody ki

the area’s nich his-

So. he set out to change that.

The King’s Highnoay is an in-theworks documentary
film about Northeast Philadelphia’s role in the devel
opment of the country. Neighborhoods explored
1 the fibm are Brdeshurg, l-nhwwn. hﬂmnglnn
Port Rich d. Frankford, Hol Pcony,
Wissinoming, hu Chase, Bunhnn. thﬂw
Somerton, Maytair, Oxdord Gircle, Torresdale,
Pmnypxk Creek, Poquessing Creek, and Frankford-

acony Creek.

m&nmmmymﬂ begin by describing the arca
muxlmmummmwnm
then the area’s industrial boom, then its role in the

Rnu!nuxwy\\ar

The the Continental wed 0
meet in the mth: 1770s, Sherman sud. A
combinanon. and postal stop
called The Joliy Post Frankford
14 STZONES®

The film’s title refers to former
name of Frankford Avenue, which russ from the
Delaware River in Pishtown through the Northeast
1o Bucks County, where it becomes Bristol Pike. This
route is known as the oldest mad in Amencan and
w.»un‘cmnedb\\amr Americans, George

b and the tal Congress until it
evenmually became the modem avenue it s today. The
name “King's Highway” was used from 1683 10 about
the 1800s, according to Sherman.

Former Holmesbury resident Fred Moore s
imvolved with the Northeast Philadeiphia History
\cm:fk..-gmupdlm:lhunrﬂluu!hsmdmd-
viduals interested in discusang the area’s history, and
15 a featured interviewee in the documentary,

About the Northeast, he sud, "it's history has not
been properly documented. We need 1w do a much
better job.”

Moore i concerned about the number of histonc
and historical buildings in the Northeast that have
been demolished to make way for development.

www starnewsohilly.com

“If the aren’t there any and all you
’u-ah-xhufmndm.munamd‘.ml
wonder what used 10 be where those condos are>™ he
-d.‘lhxd:mupuqmmmu..\nddw

mnmﬂn event since they
Wuhﬂrwmhlml.udn:
h " he said. “I's cer-
not we knew "
are pros and cons to these changes. Milano
nul.hnmtnlhuhmhdm-lpmpkmmr
aware of the area’s history, they might think differently
about its future. “TUs important 10 know what came
before yoir.” he saird.
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IN THE TIMES
Joining together

7th District
captain talks
police-community
partnership. Page 6.

From death row

Documentary
examines the 1988
murder of Castor
Gardens girl.
Page 8.

On the road

Joe Delfelice tours
Tacony, Mayfair
and Frankford
with members of
his stalff. Page 16.

Flower power

After starting as
a freshman, Little
Flower pitcher
ready for softball
season. Page 36.

LOGAN KRUM / TIMES PHOTO
Roots of Philadelphia: Jason Sherman stands In front of the old Greentree Hotel at
7944 Frankford Ave. The historic bullding is one of many locations on Sherman’s King's
Highway Tour.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018

sight-seeing tour to celebrate
the history of the Northeast.

By Logan Krum
Northeast Times

Walking throtgh a stretch of
Pennypack Park tucked away between
Holmesburg and Frankford avenues, Jason
Shermu is devastated 1o see o forked svee
more tree hias been diunaged by a tallen
tunk,

“Someone's gotta fight for those mees.”
he mutters as we hike back up the slope
back to the tail, wigs and rotting leaves
crunching under our feet. The fallen
wmunk landed in the syeamore’s fork; one
munk remained standing straight, but the
other appeared to be bent at the roots,
Bark is scraped wway w reveal the white
wood undermeath, possibly meaning the
fall trunk landed vight on it and lled

See HISTORY / e 18
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HISTORY

» Contivued from Page 1
b

~ Wehad uken a b
st
“route Sherman had ed out, He
wanted 1o show me asite he couldn't
hdlxlcmmc his wur, After walking
through the muddy path and passhy
‘under an old l:nd&np:m-et Launp, il‘g

! Obvious why. Fallen branches
and overgrown sprouts snag at our

_The forked tree is one of the hst sur-
sing markers of the 1697 P

Grist Mill. It’s where the wt;ﬂ})\}ﬂ:d&
Snmgmiﬁ:me.AlmOapbo

of the mill’s remnants shows the double

syGmore.

It's the hardest spot to reach on our
tour, which 1 why it wasn't included in
Shenman's but it's well worth the
view. We're finishi up our hourdong
Wofhinocic;ihsind)cmgukksd
by the app “Sidewalk,” which gives
detailed maps and trivia about the area
that otherwise just looks like a typical

borhood.

As e walk, he tells me about every-
thing else Northeast<entric he's been
working on. Since we last taiked, plenty
of progress hiss been made. Some of
these projects aren't ready for the public
Rzyet But:“l:amnnlu\saviu'mford\c

rtheast, it’s coming along quickly.

"nmt:dusl the beginning.” he said as
we reached the trail again.

KING'S HIGHWAY BRIDGE

Our wur starts at the King's Highway
Bridge, the oldest bridge still in use in
the country. Of course, it's not in use at
the moment — it's covered in weblike
metal latticework as construction ensures
it can continue 1o hold its historic title.

“1 guess you can click, T'm here now,’ "
Shemman suid. We both have our phones

out We take prctiunes of the bindge nest 1o
the whispering water of the stican under
the bdge, which i somehog e e SV
meticlly beantiful with the aificial addic
vons surrounding it

This was the bridge that sieted it
all for Sherman. He was torm betweeys
buving a howse in the Northeast or in
Fishtown - a decsion, he sud, that ed
him to create his documentay, 17,
Aing’s Highaony, abont the area's Tush his-
tory.

He ended up with & propesty ¢ Jose
the histone hil'l,gv. llun’l;;l\qnu‘;l't‘:‘\:l:::
of its history untl, by chance, he checked
outan issue of the Times [n it was an
article discussing the arca's lush history,
which sparked his own injerest, i

The propery he was eveing in
Fishiown may now have a lofty price tag
but he can’t let that bother him 3

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Every ume the Time cheks in with
Shenman, it's becase he's undertakiy
an .unbit_inm new project related to the
.u'e:;l ’2:: ;lx;m- there's sever,

" is guiding us 1o cach stop.
The Emmanuel Episcopal Church is &
third on the 114top wur.

When you open the app, the King's
Highway Tour is the first thing you'll
see. Sherman said the creatons wanted
to show off the wur & an example of
what the can do —it's meant 1 get
you out Ting weas you wouldn't
normally. It's like “Pokemnon GO™ for
adults. Sherman'’s tour is one of the fint
in ¢ —currently, most take you to
touristy spots in New York City.

The app is available on iunes and
the Google Play Store. Once you're at
the bridge, you can start the tour. Tt will
give you walking routes to the next stop
a well as trivia and suggestions from
Sherman.

At the church, Sherman’s trivia
encourages you to walk through the
gravestones 1o see how far they date,
There are plenty of
faumiliar nannes on the
stones — Castor, Harted,
Rowland. Fox. All names
of people nearby roads
have been named after.

We find the stone of
Elzabeth R Warrington,
wife of Andieas Harel,
the namesake of Hartel
Avenue. She was borm
in 1830 and died just
=4 before the tum of the

20th century.
A Its far from the old-
d eststone in the area, but

LOGAN KBUM  TIMES PhT

Bridging the gap: Jason Sherman’s tour starts at the Kings Highway Bridge, the

oldest badge still in use in the country.
what hin would it be i 1 spoiled it herne>

GREENTREE HOTEL

I stand in the middie of Frankford
Avenue, s whizzng just feet behind
me, 10 capture the full building that was
once 3 hotel with Shenman posing
front for a photo. The old Creentree
Hotelis one of Sherman's fvorite build-
ings in the area

1t's owned by O'Neill Insurance
Providers now, but back in 1799, the
building at 7944 Frankford Ave. was used
for weary Highway triwelers to pavse and
o rest.

The "Sidewalk” tour is just a small leg
of the official King's Highway tour, which
has 59 spots to check out Official maps
of the full tour are now available a seiect
locations, such is Stein Your Flonst,
Sharon Owens State Farm, Giggles
Gifts, the Insectarium, Grey Lodge and
Mayfair Diner. The mwmm tlustrated
by Leigh Menkevich, whose father, Joe,
works to get focal sites histonically nomi-
nated. -

One stop that's on the official tour
but not the walking tour is Lower Dublin
Academy. Sherman isin early talks with
the owner of the historic building to
discuss logistics to ransfer ownership
10 Sherman and the King's Highway
Foundation. As he told the Thes biefore,
he wants to comvert the building into
a museum that showeases history from
every Northeast nei rhood as an
“anchor” for the area. Still, there’s a lot
to figure out with the logstics of making
that happen. But tvo months ago, it was
just a spec on the horizon. Now, it's got-
ten a lot closer to reality.

Sherman thanks the work of every
one involved in the King's Highway

NORTHEASTTIMES COM

Foundation and Northeast Philacdelphig
Iniuamve, including Mia Hylan, Tara
Gontek, Ten Grumbrecht, Cathy
Reynolds, John Cambridge and ares pol-
tcans, He also thanks local histonans
Fred Moore wid Lou Lasu ola Jo

“The owner of the building i support
ive.” Shenman said, “That's a huge step.”

THE WASHINGTON HOUSE

Once we re back on the trail adter
leaving the old mill sie, the tour i mosty
done. It 1ok us about an hour, but we
whipped through some of the stops, and
meandered off trail. Sherman ponders
about whom 1o contact o get the fallen
trunk cleaned up. Aswe wilk, he brings
up a pipe dream.

“This morming, I was having breadfast
and ©was just imagining being here in
the 170057 he said

Even though 1t no longer remains,
Sherman included the Washington
House on his touss. I history is some-
thing he Lunents over. 1t was hult circa
1773 by John Holine, the founder of
Holmesburg, and is thought to have
been ocarpied in 1781 by Ceorge
Washington on the march 1o defeat the
British at Yorkwown,

The building wats tor down i1 the
19205 to buad the Holmesburg Theater,
another ranting point of Sherman's, as
it was used as o theater for only ashart
tme (its not known exactly when)
hefore being shut down

“Fwonld go back then and somehow
buy all the buildings that were knocked
down, ke the Wishington House,” he
saidd wasthully, as we reached the end of
the tail. “Then one day I'm here, and
1 own all the buildings. You can’t knock
them down ™ =
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Historical adventures: Last week, the King's Highway Foundation hosted the firstever official
ancient schooss, ch and other bulldings in Frankford.
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KING’S HIGHWAY
> Continued from Page 1

Hﬂaﬂnm’ not be aware that some of it took
» ‘ hm
led his t  down, other
W:hmu roops among many

Last week, hkutyvnmlemllmumhmﬂ\e
Eh‘s}ighmfmwdmﬁmaﬂdbml
humcnhemamalmgmmm

“This has been in the making for many years,” said
ngdebebbelaakntheuuﬂeypm«nddw

lolbehﬁldAlSumw

Independence,” said. “They did not figure
that out in Genter City. '!‘hcyllgmu“tmnnl?gmh
Northeast

Klak isa Northeast Philadelphia historian who finds a
hdluhhnmwbougamwpbu
"I know | keep talking about cemeteries, but they're

LOGAN KRUM / TIMLS PHOTOS

Quite a ride: The King's Highway Foundation hosted the first ever
bus tour, which features more than 50 historic sites. At left, last
weelk's tour was giver to the Torresdale Women's Committee,
which reserved the trolley with around 30 seats.

Ews
on ing the area’s hidden history for several

years.
“The spirit of our ancestors and the indigenous tribes

who created this road were with us on our historic jour-

ney,” Sherman said.

Official maps of the wur featuring more than 50 his-

toric sites are available at select locanons, such as Stein

ﬂ:hmm&qlodgeand\(zyﬁwm
Toun are not y scheduled

ed for each wur. If a group of 30

they can reach out o or
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\f}mbi'aeing
the past

> Jason Sherman is launching the
Northeast Philadelphia Initiative to unite
the neighborhoods and celebrate their

X @wbﬁmmm
the Northeastcentric

tnc documentary
ﬁv{kﬂh the Northeast, obviously - he
wouldn't have directed an entire documentary about it
and Tived all of hiis life here otherwise.
But he has a racical vision for the area’s future. He
mudmwmyh&nuumbuw

NORTHEAST TIMES-

Keeping history alive: Jason Sherman, director of The King's Highway, wantstoleunchabus!ourand
convert one of the area’s most historic buildings into a museurn that celebrates the area.

including news and events.
is intended 1o be @ central reposi-
uryﬁ;rmfommonabmxthemu:hxhngm
andlunnr;

enterzunment
txmgmgm ateam,

It's not a solo effort. Since
Sherman said he's noticed multiply.

10 become a des-
tof the

“The Northeast has every
tination.” suid Tara Gontek. She s

Civic Association, and serves on the initix
the's board of direcion.

BUS TOUR

Part of what unites the Northeast is its shured hustory.
Shenman's documentary focuses on King's Highway. 2
stretch of raad Ead out n the onginal colonies in the
17th centny.

Today, it's covered by modem roads and high-
ways, but the orginal road stretched 1,300 miles from
Baston to Charlestown, passing through Philadelphia
over what is currently Frankford Avenue. Shenman

“It houses more or less the social ic status of
this country. It reflects the recent migration patiems
and is alo affected by the rolling inner city population
due to genirification,” she said. “These are current
oenis. are hot now, Whatever you want
mmmm:mmwcmmllis

ognition Ceniter City
“We built Center City,” he said, hitting his fist against
ummwmmwemlam
K‘mgu v every day to the gs. William
Pmmumconaxrl-hﬂ.ummbmllm’l’a:on'y

The initiative has four main goaks: sarting a hisoric
hw(mmﬂmbdw).mmnmnm-
ummmm neighborhoods

could lend 10 percent of

llntmundmmdm.thmwmllbcahkm
make it , better, faster,” he sud. “We could get
mﬁ. muuh\,andllu-zmmmlnrl

sy thc toad is packed with history that is not being
[ d. For le, in 1788 Ceorge Washington
crossed the I-mnh'md Avenue Bridge (also referred o
as Penmypack Creek Bridge) on hisway to the first pres-
dential inauguration
As the Initsative’s first prionty, Sherman is organizing
the King’s Highway Bus Tour that will take part
to about 56 sites along the histonc road, including
Lower Dublin Academy, many churches and graveyiuts,
and a stop i Frankford Creek.
The bus tour wes scheduled o begin this spring but
will be postponed until renovations on the 1697 King's
High Bridge are completed, which Sherman said are
to be this year. Tickets will be available on the
Iniative’s website,
ﬁml:i‘s'::d meantime, S::]m isworking on a;.mmx]:
ﬂtalmg metal sigrage to display along the
hlghmy that will aguify the histonc I.:Sl::mk\ A pre
desigm displayed text saying, “You are raveling
undwl::kkn road in America,” which Sherman sud
would be displayed on blocks that did not have signs for
landmarks. ¥

specific
Please see HISTORY / Page 13

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 7. 014

munity room.
hmgmem\ukl(‘rtek\mmlmshnmam
Lakuriqi said. “The individual picces mean o
b\npmlhc\metogcdmandubecmamu
lmpnnonnghlnm Myjobisto maintainthe &
dn ofthehﬁkhnguhﬂeﬁlhngd\egnp;
wi

'l‘h:‘:{snlhlamdobefomdnmmmmgu
_”d';ly.bm&unnns determined.

magical was going an in Northeast
Philly, but no one was helping it grow,” ru.-gia,-u
mcmsoneﬂnngrmmanygoodallsnnngm
naswsom

H“amh will require Sherman said
mmmem‘:dpngmddl:npmhma
»
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Summer vibes

For the first time,

Local students
helped their
school win four
championships
this year. Page 36.

>Mayfanmntmmm
offers free haircuts to homeless
people to boost their self-confidence.
By Logan Krum

Northeast Times

/\ 0
1 CUL dt # VO _LIIC —GSE

Drivin h the streets of Kensi
Sammgn pulls his dark blue leep
A)mpas 1o the curh near the intersection
of Lehigh and Frankford avenues Tents are
gn hedmmeshadcmhymmwhcad
idge — this is where heroin encampments
have been set up since last fall
Santiago has spoted his next customer,
a man named Bruce wearing a plain white
Tshirt, his wispy chin hair tied together and

See EMPOWERING / Page 18

LOGAN KRUM / TIMES PHOTO
A fresh look: Mayfair resicent Joshua
Sanitiagp, 27, has created Empowering Cuts,
where he offers free haircuts to people in
need. He shaves the head of Bruce, who

has lived at the heroin encampments in
Kensington for the past month.

-




Sign of the times

> The King's Highway Trust Foundation has mounted historic

designation signs along Frankford Avenue,
By Logan Krum traveled to the Pennsylvania State Capitol
Northeast Times to watch the House of Representatives
vote on PA House Resolution i

As of about two weeksago, asimple  duced by State Rep. Martina »3:???:;"’11":
walk along Frankford Avenue can supply  resolution would desi Aug, 20 a5
an entire history lesson. ; King’s Highway Day in PA.

Signs demarcating historic or influ- “They on the bill on the House
ential sites like The Devon Theater, of Representatives floorand had
Red Lion Inn and the Thomas Holme say yea or nay,” sud a clearly excited
Free v were placed by the King's herman as he drove along Frankford
Highway Trust Foundation June 14. Avenue, taking in the mint condition

The signs are meant to provide histor-
ical context to Frankford Avenue, which
used 10 be i highway in colonial times.

“Situated m what was then Lower
Dublin Township, All Saint’s Episcopal
Church was founded in 1772 as a mis-
sion church of Trinity Church, Oxford.
Itis the only building in the city of
Philadelphia and possibly the sta
of Pennsylvania thar was designed by
English architect Frank Wills,” reads the
sign outside of All Saints” Church.

Every time the Times checks in with
founder Jason Sherman, he spitfires a
number of updates on initiatives the
foundation has been working on, T’“}

's nom, t declaration is one of
St o opcly e King's Highal
Trust Nonprofit, they have officially
received their articles of incol i
and have applied for a 5019(53).

Here are some of the updates.

KING'S HIGHWAY DAY
August is going to be a big month for

the KHTE. A
On June 12, Sherman and Mia Hylan

signs. “I was on the floor wearing a suit. It
was like being in a dream. It's so hard to

put into words.”

The resolution received
approval.

“Tris my honor to have my colleagues
Join me in recognizing Aug, 20, 2018,
as King's Highway Day in Pennsylvania,”
V\’hiwgnidd\rn}mvz«c. i

That means Aug. 20 and the days
leadin, to it are going 1o be packed
with ag:l!:y for Northeast Philadelphia.

The Finst Annual Northeast
Philacdclphia History and Heritage
Celebration will nm Aug, 16 10 19 and
will offer a number of attractions and
activities.

Things kick off Aug. 16 with a walk-
inglmx;of’lhcony. lh:'.:hxmun of the bus
tour and screening of the King’s Highway

et
on the bus tour will be dropped off at
Cottman and Frankford avenues where
an outdoor festival will be. The next few
clays will bring activities such as Share
Your Story, where citizens can tell their
own stories and their ancestors’ through

" King's Bightusy
S aunsation

WELCOME 1O
NORTHEAST PHILADELPIIA
THE KING'S HIGHWAY

Making their marker: The King's Highway Foundation recently installed sig-

nage to denote the history of the historic path. King's Highway Day will highlight
the history of the area with multi-day events and demonstrations this August.

aseries of mlmhoc?:u workshops.

A special ribl ting ceremony
vill be held Aug. 19 4 the 1007 King's
Highway Bridge. There will be another
festval that day at Pennypack on the
Delaware that will place attendees right
music and much more. o

This 15 just the beginning of what 1o
expect t}mmk For further events and
details, go 10 the holiday's website nphhe.
kingshighwayfilm.com

PRESERVATION AWARD
Earlicr in the month, King's Highway

Foundation received the Preservation

Education Award by the Preservation
King's Highway was one of 20 award

recipients this year, and was honored
for the documentary and efforts to save
lm m‘ ‘w‘) 3
“The award is  tesament to the work
we've been doing and how impormant it
1s,” Sherman said. "Sa\ingabulldlﬁﬂ
sa . Py of

included creating walking
tourists to historic sites and running &
hus tour of the highway. 2
foundation was named a recipient.
“Twas in shock,” he said, “1 couldn't
something we didn't expect to getan
award for. We were doing it because we
want to help, and didn’t expect to get an
award out of it.” ee
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1o ras 55 of hist

by PA House Rescilution 974. A special stories of what ook place in the district
riblmnmmngeamuywﬂhhphm segans at Tacony Real Esate Co., 6913
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Wﬂﬂ Foundation brought a week's
10 the area in honor

bnyailMg.! 20, Over 200 residents

Wbﬁmakvm&mﬁyhmbhmmn
ence. Seeing aﬁlicwlummwhmmﬁmumm-

m_ wmwwm
smmmhmuumw&
ter nexs year. o
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» b iy hsiely e v

“Thls week ha.s been a tremen-

dously humbling experience. ‘
Seeing all of the volunteers within
various organizations working
‘together on a common goal to cel-
ebrate Northeast Phﬂadelphiahis—
tory was a s1ght to be seen.”




